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15AUG21
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In fall of 2020, a group of unknown fishing vessels were visible in satellite imagery operating off the 

coast of Somalia. These vessels were not consistently broadcasting a AIS signals but appeared to 

match positions of part of the LAIO DONG YU fleet. In February 2021 these vessels were observed in 

satellite imagery anchored close to shore off Xaafuun, Somalia. Further open source investigations 

confirmed the identity of this fleet

• These are part of the China-flagged LIAO DONG YU fleet, and some sailed from Singapore in late 

August 2020

• This fleet transshipped with China-flagged cargo vessels LU RONG YUAN YU YUN 777 and LU 

RONG YUAN YU YUN 177. 

• Based on the fishing equipment visible in pictures and the types of fish caught, these vessels appear 

to be engaging in bottom trawling, which is illegal in this area

• 2 fishermen were recently killed in an accident on board on of these vessels

• Another group of at least 12 fishermen are being made to work and are unable to go home 

despite their contracts expiring. Publicly available posts show multiple forced labor 

indicators are present here.

• A group of fishermen are currently on shore near Bandarbeyla, without their 

passports, and are in need of assistance.
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• Some of the fishermen tagged in the 

original post appear to have made it 

home, but others remain stuck at sea

• Conditions described in subsequent 

comments appeared to include food 

being withheld for refusing to work, 

having to purchase food and other 

supplies, and improper payment

• Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/nuryanto.c

omal/posts/143345274527797

https://www.facebook.com/nuryanto.comal/posts/143345274527797
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• A similar plea was also posted 

to another page for Indonesian 

fishermen on foreign vessels.

• This post alleges abuse by a 

captain, and other comments 

outline conditions similar to the 

other post

• Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/grou

ps/302178120813474/posts/53

1785717852712/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/302178120813474/posts/531785717852712/
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• This group of fishermen are 

also talked about in this article, 

which confirms the involved 

vessels are LIAO DONG YU 

535, 571, 572, 576, and 577

• Source: 

https://www.liputanbmi.com/bac

a/4106/over-contract-dan-

kerap-dikasari-kapten-kapal-12-

abk-wni-di-somalia-minta-

dipulangkan

https://www.liputanbmi.com/baca/4106/over-contract-dan-kerap-dikasari-kapten-kapal-12-abk-wni-di-somalia-minta-dipulangkan
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Memorial post for the 2 

deceased crew linking to 

Facebook accounts for both.

Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/aji.

prayoga.98622/posts/981402

089288314

https://www.facebook.com/aji.prayoga.98622/posts/981402089288314
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Current Location and Activity
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On 15AUG21, 1 fishing 

vessel and the cargo vessel 

are visible anchored ~1 mile 

off the coast of Bandarbeyla. 

The timing and location 

matches when the 4 

fishermen were put on 

shore. These 2 vessels 

again appear to be isolated 

from the rest of the fleet.

Coords: 9.499, 50.831

Maxar, 15AUG21
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On 04AUG21, 2 vessels are 

visible north of Xaafun, 

approximately 1 mile from 

shore. This area is a 

substantial distance from 

where other vessels in the 

fleet appear to be fishing. 

One of the vessels here 

appears to be the cargo 

vessel that has been 

observed travelling with this 

fleet.

Coords: 10.508, 51.276

Maxar, 04AUG21
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2 vessels are visible 

fishing near Bandar 

Beyla here 

approximately 2 miles 

from shore near Bandar 

Beyla on 24JUL21. 2 

more vessels are visible 

approximately 10 miles 

south, and other maybe 

obscured by cloud cover 

in the area.

Coords: 9.378, 50.822

Maxar, 24JUL21
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On 22JUL21, 2 vessels 

are visible fishing near 

Bandarbeyla here 

approximately 5 miles 

from shore. There is 

heavy cloud cover in the 

area and it is possible 

the rest of the fleet is 

also present.

Coords: 10.067, 50.956; 

10.129, 50.989

Maxar, 22JUL21
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This post from a known crewmember 

indicates the fleet as near Bandarbeyla, 

Somalia on 19JUL21
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6 vessels are visible 

fishing here 

approximately 5 miles 

from shore near Bandar 

Beyla on 17JUL21. A 6th

vessel is present to the 

north, and others may be 

obscured by cloud cover.

Coords: 9.698, 50.881

Maxar, 17JUL21
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A video posted to 

Instagram on 23JUN21 

shows 8 of the vessels 

anchored off the shore 

of Bandarbeyla, 

Somalia.

Source: 

https://www.instagram.c

om/p/CRMiHTxpqo2

https://www.instagram.com/p/CRMiHTxpqo2
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8 of these vessels are 

visible fishing of 

Somalia on 02JUN21. A 

9th vessel is visible ~23 

miles south of 

Bandarbeyla.

Coords: 9.1466, 

50.8279

Maxar, 02JUN21
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Maxar, 01OCT20

12 vessels are visible 

here between Cadayo

and Xaafun on 01OCT20

Coords: 10.7597, 51.3593
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3 vessels are visible 

offloading at the dock in 

Djibouti on 08SEP20

Coords: 11.606, 43.132

Maxar, 08SEP20
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Fleet Information
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Facebook post from crewmember indicating vessels in the fleet are named Liao Dong Yu and Liao Peng Yu
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Facebook post from crewmember indicating vessels in the fleet are numbered 570 and 582
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Vessel LIAO DONG YU 575 docked with 

another vessel in Djibouti on 04FEB21
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Lifeboat container for LIAO DONG YU 575
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• The vessel on the left has been visible with the fleet throughout its time in Somalia. This vessel appears to match photographs 

of vessel LIAO DONG YU 526. The role of this vessel is unclear

• Source:  https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:488269/mmsi:412211197/imo:0/vessel:LIAODONGYU_526/

_:176adaf69f6f661c6614b26a75784f5a

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:488269/mmsi:412211197/imo:0/vessel:LIAODONGYU_526/_:176adaf69f6f661c6614b26a75784f5a
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• Vessel LIAO DONG YU 567 fishing in Angola in 2015.  Note this vessel closely matches others in the fleet currently off Somalia

• Source: https://web.archive.org/web/20161101074154/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/117969292



INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION8/15/202128 INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSIONCRIMINAL ANALYSIS CENTER



INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION8/15/202129 INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSIONCRIMINAL ANALYSIS CENTER



INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION8/15/202130 INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSIONCRIMINAL ANALYSIS CENTER

GFC@IJM.ORG


